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Abstract 
s The last six months 
This volume of Annals dc Periodisme Català (Annals of Catalan 
Journalis) deals with the professional activity carried out during the 
second hal f o f 1990. A period marked by the deployment of the news 
media in the Pesian Gulf zone. 
Within the framework ofthis information experience a wide variety of 
topics must be analyzed, ranging from the military censorship impo-
sed by the international coalition to the information models applied 
by each medium to the event.. 
In the same period severa! newspapers appcared and clisappeared. 
The former include El Observador and El Periódico de Aragón. in 
Castilian language, and Nou Diari, in Catalan language, in Tarrago-
na a nd Reus. Of those which disappeared, Las Noticias, did so only a 
few weeks aftcr starting up, as did the ephemeral Mar Diari of 
Mataró. 
Municipal radios and local T.V. channels played a leading rote in 
1990. Finally, the elections in the Col.legi de Periodistes de Catalunya 
(College of Journalists of Catalonia), held at the beginning of Fe-
breuary of 1991, should also be given a special mention. 
8 Culture and science in the age of light 
SANTIAGO RAMENTOL 
The author analyses the social changes from way back. Starting with 
the agricultura! and industrial society, unti! the post-industrial and te-
chonological or technotronic era. Changees which entail a new style 
in communication and engineering o f the intelligence. The birth of a 
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new culture related to technology which will lead to the reunion of 
science and culture. It is the age of light. 
The author analyses the theories of the North American sociologist. 
Daniel Bell, father of the concept of the ··post-industrial society". 
What will the society of the f u turc bhe like? Scientific innovation. or-
chestrated communication, data banks and telematics arc alrcady the 
driving force in the economy. In the future, integrated communica-
tion will offer thousands, oftransmitters, satellites, electronic newspa-
pcrs, education by correspondence, etc. We are faced with a great cha-
llcnge but the question is whether the artificial division bctween cul-
turc and science will go ahead. 
17 The press in Catalan, a change of cycle 
JAUME GUILLAM ET 
15 years have nowelapsed since Avui appeared, the first newspaper in 
Catalan after Francoism. The author reviews the present-day situa-
tion of the Catalan press and its prospects of normalisation. 
He observes that in the rgional a nd institutional press. and in cultural 
journals, Catalan language is in good health, whereas in the daily po-
pular press the la nguage does not have any social repercussion. 
The development o f local radio a nd televisi on has helped make Cata-
lan a normalised language o f communication. Ata business level, the 
impulse achieved by the vernacular language is linked to the small 
and medium-sized et'lterprisc. The specific groups of thc journalistic 
industry have barely tried to publish in Catalan. 
What is missing is a recognised diagnosis of the prospects of Catalan 
in the popular press. Public action has a great dea! to do with tinguis-
tic normalisation. It should be pointed out that nowadays the Catalan 
press of greatest diffusion are municipal bulletins. On the whole, a 
deeper knowledge of the problcm is needed in order to assess the si-
tuation of Catalan in the press. 
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